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“An examination of the impact of China's Tiangong partnership on the trajectory of 

human spaceflight in Pakistan” 

 

April 22, 2026, was a turning point for international space cooperation in the global 

aerospace community. It was 

not only a scientific curiosity 

that Pakistani candidates 

Muhammad Zeeshan Ali and 

Khurram Daud were chosen to 

go through rigorous astronaut 

training in China; it was also a 

major geopolitical and 

technological milestone. This development marks Pakistan's official entry into the world of 

human spaceflight. It will help run China's Tiangong space station, and one of the people 

involved will eventually fly as a payload specialist. 

To fully understand how big this accomplishment is, you have to look past the immediate 

success of the people who were chosen. This project is the result of complex negotiations 

between two countries, careful project management, forward-thinking public policy making, 

and strong cybersecurity systems. I see this milestone as a perfect example of how 

developing countries can use strategic partnerships to jump ahead in advanced technology 

fields. It is at the intersection of Governance, Project Management, and Information Security. 

The mission, which is set for late 2026, will include scientific experiments designed by 

Pakistanis in the fields of material science, fluid physics, life/bio-science, and biotechnology. 

By examining this accomplishment through four separate analytical lenses—Strategic 

Governance, Project Management Excellence, Public Policy Impact, and Security & 

Systems—we can elucidate the significant ramifications of this historic initiative for Pakistan 

and the global order at large. 

1. Strategic Governance: Establishing Bilateral Equilibrium in the Cosmos 

The strategic governance frameworks set up between Beijing and Islamabad are what led to 

this human spaceflight project. The most important event happened more than a year ago, on 

February 28, 2025, when the China Manned Space Agency (CMSA) and Pakistan's Space 
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and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission (SUPARCO) signed a formal agreement to 

work together. The signing ceremony had Lin Xiqiang, deputy director of CMSA, and 

Muhammad Yousuf Khan, chairman of SUPARCO, as witnesses. Pakistani Prime Minister 

Shehbaz Sharif was also there. This diplomatic theater was more than just a show; it was a 

way to show how high-level statecraft can lead to real scientific diplomacy. 

From a governance point of view, this bilateral agreement is a great example of how to align 

strategies. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and other land and infrastructure 

projects have been the main things that have held the Sino-Pakistani alliance together in the 

past. The spaceflight agreement from February 2025 takes this partnership from the ground to 

space. It means that bilateral relations have grown up and that technology transfer and shared 

scientific prestige are now the new forms of diplomatic exchange. For the people who make 

Pakistan's public policy, getting a seat on the Tiangong space station shows that diplomacy 

can last beyond short-term political cycles. 

In addition, this agreement sets a standard for how to manage space around the world. As the 

International Space Station (ISS) nears its end, China is working hard to make Tiangong the 

best place for all countries to work together, especially those in the Global South. Pakistan 

has successfully navigated complicated international space laws and bilateral treaties by 

being the first foreign country to officially secure a way for its astronauts to get to Tiangong. 

SUPARCO has gone from being a participant in satellite telemetry to being an active 

participant in human orbital research. Pakistani statecraft has skillfully negotiated the sharing 

of scientific dividends, intellectual property, and liability in space, all of which require 

complex governance frameworks to manage. 

 

2. Project Management Excellence: Managing the Orbital Lifecycle 

It took an incredible amount of project management to go from a bilateral agreement to 

successfully choosing Muhammad Zeeshan Ali and Khurram Daud. Using the Project 

Management Professional (PMP) framework, we can see that the human spaceflight program 

is a complicated, multi-stage project with strict limits on scope, time, quality, and the safety 

of human life. Space exploration leaves no room for mistakes, so the project lifecycle needs 

strict adherence to quality assurance and risk management. 

The selection process, which took about a year after the agreement in February 2025, is the 

most important part of this big project: "Planning and Resource Acquisition." Choosing an 

astronaut is not like hiring a regular employee; it requires strict stage-gate reviews that look 
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at their physical and mental strength, their ability to think quickly and clearly in stressful 

situations, and their deep technical 

knowledge. Muhammad Zeeshan Ali and 

Khurram Daud didn't just get lucky; they 

passed the extremely strict acceptance 

criteria set by SUPARCO and Chinese 

aerospace medical authorities. 

The project is now moving into the 

"Execution" phase, and the candidates will go through a lot of training in China. From the 

point of view of project scheduling, training a payload specialist requires a very short, 

resource-heavy critical path. They need to know how to use the Tiangong station's modules, 

how to get out in an emergency, and the exact steps they need to take to carry out their 

scientific missions. To manage this lifecycle, you need to keep an eye on and control things 

all the time to make sure that the candidates meet all of the milestone requirements before the 

planned launch window in late 2026. The fact that SUPARCO and CMSA have kept the 

project on schedule despite language barriers, cultural differences, and working across 

borders shows how well they manage projects and involve stakeholders across borders. 

 

3. The effect of public policy: changing the country's technological goals 

The choice of Pakistani astronauts has effects that go far beyond SUPARCO; it marks a 

major change in Pakistan's national technology policy. People sometimes doubt the value of 

investing in human spaceflight when their country is having trouble with its own economy. 

But from a public policy point of view, the social and economic benefits of this mission are 

huge and will last for many generations. This accomplishment raises Pakistan's status in the 

very competitive global space race, moving the country from being an observer to being an 

active participant. 

The mission in late 2026 is not just a symbolic planting of a flag. SUPARCO has made it 

clear that the Pakistani payload specialist will do scientific experiments in Pakistan that will 

focus on material science, fluid physics, life and bio-science, and biotechnology. This is a 

great move in terms of policy. Tiangong's microgravity environment creates conditions that 

can't be found on Earth, which helps make new drugs, advanced alloys, and agricultural 

biotechnology. By focusing on these specific areas of science, Pakistan is making sure that its 

space policy meets its needs on Earth, like creating new medicines or crops that can survive 

http://www.prccsf.com/


 

5 

www.prccsf.com 

droughts, which are important for national security and economic stability. 

Additionally, the inspirational worth of Muhammad Zeeshan Ali and Khurram Daud cannot 

be exaggerated. To make a knowledge-based economy work, public policy needs to create a 

highly skilled STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) workforce. The 

fact that Pakistani astronauts are getting ready for an orbital mission is a strong reason to 

change the way education works. It tells young people that they can reach the highest levels 

of science in the world. Because of this, policymakers need to take advantage of this 

momentum by giving more money to research institutions, updating science curricula, and 

building the infrastructure needed to support the scientific data that will be sent back from 

Tiangong. 

 

4. Security and Systems: How to Trust Integration in Space's Empty Space 

The diplomatic and scientific stories are the most important ones, but the cyber-physical 

infrastructure that makes this mission possible needs to be looked at very carefully. A 

Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP) would say that human  

spaceflight is mostly about protecting important infrastructure and handling information risk 

over long, dangerous distances. To 

protect information and integrate 

systems, you need a very advanced 

approach because you need to combine 

Pakistani payload specialists and their 

unique scientific experiments into the 

Chinese Tiangong architecture. 

First, the collaboration needs secure ways to talk to each other. In late 2026, when the 

Pakistani payload specialist is doing tests, a lot of sensitive scientific and telemetry data will 

be sent between Tiangong, Chinese ground stations, and SUPARCO mission control. It is 

very important to make sure that this data stream is private, complete, and always available 

(the CIA triad). The bilateral agreement probably has detailed rules for end-to-end encryption 

to keep intellectual property safe from being intercepted or changed by people who are 

against it, such as new discoveries in biotechnology. The data's integrity is very important; 

even a small problem with data transmission could make months of microgravity research 

useless. 
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Also, integrating trusted systems is a special challenge. The experimental modules designed 

in Pakistan must work perfectly with Tiangong's power, life support, and data-handling 

systems. From a security architecture point of view, this calls for very strict protocols for 

isolation and sandboxing. We need to make sure that the experimental payloads don't add any 

security holes or bad code to the core operational networks of the space station. The selection 

process that lasts a year and the training that follows will definitely include thorough 

vulnerability assessments and penetration testing of the hardware and software interfaces. 

Managing access controls, setting up safe areas for joint research, and keeping strong incident 

response capabilities are the hidden but necessary pillars that will make sure the mission is a 

success. 

 

Conclusion: A Path to the Future 

The choice of Muhammad Zeeshan Ali and Khurram Daud for the Tiangong space mission is 

a turning point in Pakistan's history. It is a victory that goes beyond science, showing how 

strategic governance, careful project management, visionary public policy, and strict 

information security can all come together. The agreement from February 2025 set up the 

institutions, the year-long selection process showed that the project would be carried out well, 

and the experiments that will take place in late 2026 promise to bring real social and 

economic benefits. 

As Pakistan gets ready to send its first citizen into space, the country needs to realize that this 

is not the end of a journey, but the start of a new one. Pakistan can make sure that its rise to 

the stars brings lasting wealth on Earth by keeping up its diplomatic ties with China, 

investing in strong STEM public policies, following the highest standards of project 

execution, and protecting its technological assets. The horizon has been permanently 

widened. Now, it is up to policymakers, technologists, and leaders to navigate this new 

frontier with unwavering determination. 
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